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s’:  era;  deposition 

Deponent:  TCTSrJKA,  Kiel. it -'.re 

bern:  ..rril  Slit.  M?0 

>j0<  17  KAhA'fcnchi  r..J'jV'-ku,  Tokyo 

Having  first  duly  c-orn  mi  oath  03  cn  attached  shot  and  in  accci'canco 
v:ith  the  vxcCuduic  fcliov cd  in  i.y  ecu.. try  I  her  oy  depose  us  folic  -  3: 

I  \.ao  appointed  Cor::jnnd,r  of  the  Third  Cor  .bin  d  Air  Corps  in  July  1?37. 

Tl—  bovo  mentioned1 air  cci  ps  vas  stationed  in  Taihcku,  Por.xsa  nd  v.iLLI.e  *. 

i  wxUll-  • 

Cn  .nyust  14,  1937,  the  Chinese  .dr  Corps  carried  cut  an  attack  on  the 
cruiser  "if-li© "  in  Shanghai  Harbor  as  noil  as  the  Murine  Headquarters.  In 
retaliation,  v;c  bombed  the  Chinese,  Aii  Base  m  Nanking,  on  august  13  ,  ^937. 

In  the  early  part  of  September  1937,  the  Chinese  air  strength  v.cs  transferred 
south.. ard  to  Canton  and  they  bombed  the  cruiser  "YUB.iRI"  cn  tho  South  China 
coast.  Vo  therefore  bcr.bed  the  Air  b-  se  in  Canton  in  nr.  atter.pt  to  \  ipc 
out  the  Chi nose  Air  Price. 

Subsequently  v.e  undertook  the  destruction  of  rr.ilv.nys  and  curruni  cat  ions 
after  receiving  reports  tr.  t  the  Ct.i.tese  Airy  vr  s  roving  northward. 

V.e  leCeivou  instruction  and  orders  from  the  Third  Fleet  as  to  the 
objectives  to  be  boi.bea.  Those  instructions  '.ere  to  bomb  only  airfields, 
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arsenals,  military  installations,  munition  dumps,  military  shools,  and 
ether  military  targets.  At  nc  tiro  did  c  herb  .any  city  rr  town  indiscri- 
ri.aately  without  a  military  objective  in  vie-:. 

The  :.ir  corps  had  rcccnnaisancc  planes  bringing  in  reports  and  we 
consulted  cur*  maps  for  objectives  to  be  be.,  bod,  Vo  rad  a  use  oT  aerial 
pi.ctc0iaphs  in  an  effort  to  bor.b  accurately. 

Of  cciu  se ,  on  o  c  sion  •>  o  did  net  succeed  in  scoring  a  direct  hit  on 
cur  targets  and  sene  unavoidable  accidents  occurred.  At  ti  es  the 
Chinese  anti-aircraft  was  extremely  effective  sr.d  wo  wore  forced  to  fly  at 
hLgh  altitudes  over  cur  objectives.  As  scon  as  v:e  berbod ,  v.e  took  photo¬ 
graphs  ind  studied  the  results  of  cur  bombing  for  the  Purp-so  cf  achieving 
^renter  accuracy.  Ve  never  at  any  tine  intentionally  benbod  non-rilitary 
objectives  cr  installations.  On  any  occasion  when  we  failed  to  achieve 
accurate  bombing  and  damaged  seme  non-nilitnry  installations,  v.e  >  ore 
\ nrnod  »y  the  General  Staff  tc  exercise  rcre  care.  I  constantly  instruct¬ 
ed  the  pilots  and  ecr :  ander  to  exercise  caution  in  their  bor.bing  missions. 

Cn  some  occasions,  •.  he.*  •.  *  ..  ;  •:.!  even  though  ie  suspected  the 

Chines^  :  displaying  the  flag  cf  a  third  power,  v.e  refrained  fron  bor.bing 
in  order  to  be  aoubly  sure.  7  an  example)  Imre ,  in  August  I93O  when 

the  Chinese  soldiers  were  fleeing  up  the  Yangtze  hiver  fren  Hankov;,  and  just 
us  our  planes  \  ei  e  about  to  bo:  b ,  a  French  flag  was  hoisted  cn  the  ship  which 

we  kn..w  for  sure  they  were  on,  therefore  cur  planes  returned  without  berbing. 

\\fc.rc 

There  were  other  cases  similar  in  nature  ana  although  \  e  knew  the  Chinesa ^ 
hiding  behind  a  foreign  flag,  cur  run  wore  instructed  to  refrain  from  bomb¬ 
ing  because  cf  the  possibility  of  Join  c  aistrJkeU. 

In  sore  instances  cf  our  bor.bing  r.issions,  e  would  not  use  the  borb 
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sight  ,  a  no  re  sox  ted  tc  tho  hnnd-cj  r  tod  d«v  ce  and  a  sto »  ’  tci.  .a 
cruer  tc  r.aho  certain  cf  cur  t  x  «-t  be fox,.  rel.'sing  the  borr.ts. 


The  jilcts  .  ci  o  initially  fur.  .shod  naps  by  thu  General  .Gtnff  tor 

the  pur  I"'  so  cf  do  tor;  ■'.in  ir.,'  Military  objectives  and  six  ring  genorr.l  location 
ins  t i  t  ^  t  n  •  wt  s 

cl'  the  third  pc',  or  ^  .  indic  ating  instullticns  cf  the  third  pev-rs 

basoo  on  infer;  ations ,  *  j  •* .  furnished  direct ly  by  the  third 

pc\  or s  v -re  distributed  Inter  for  our  guid  nee.  Thor  fere,  it  greatly 
sided  us  in  directing  cur  attacks  on  enery  positiens  and  installation  only. 


Or.  tl.in  lSth  day  of  Vpril  1947 
at  Tokyo 

BEKKiNT  TOTSUIh. .  Kichit  T' _  (eel) 

I,  Tat  cue ,  Hereby  certify  thrt  th  abev:  statement  vac  svorn 

by  the  U-penent ,  who  affixed  his  signature  d  s  al  thereto  in  tho 

pr^sonse  of  this  v  itness. 

Cn  the  sa.e  date 
,.t  fckyc. 

iit.ioas:  (signed)  T  tnuc  t]..i/v.v..u _ 

0  ..  T  K 


Ii  accordance  v.ith  ry  conscience  I  t«»  oar  to  tell  the  •.  hole  truth 
with-holding  nothing  and  . dding  nothing. 

.  If'TStV/.  Ktchit.arr 
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i,  Ki-NJIR.  iUvXine  ,  cf  the  tof  -.:zv  ,  her  .by  e  rtify  that  the  attached 
translation  cf  .Ji'in -vit  cf  TC--.V-~.'.t :  Mchit-.rr  in,  tc  the  beet  cf  r.y  kno*  ledg, 
and  belief,  a  correct  trnnsl ation  o..a  is  -.a  near  as  poasibl  to  the  meaning  cf 
the  eii^inal  document. 

rsn.iirc  Akune 

Tokyo,  Japan 


